FRIDAY SERMON 2 May 2014

After reciting theTashahhudthe Ta'uz and the first chapter AfFatiha of the Holy Quran,
Imam Zafrullah Domun said:

A practicing Ahmadi-Muslim’s life and that of a ngmacticing Ahmadi-Muslim’s life is not
the same. The practicing Ahmadi-Muslim sees tddt the does not fail in his beliefs and
practices. Simply put, it means that he should doblest to have the correct beliefs and the
correct practices. As we said last week, the priagtiAhmadi sees to it that he understands
what he should believe about Allah and what Allas mposed on him as practices. In matters
of faith and practice Hazrat Masih Maood (as) haslenit quite clear for us that we should
always give preference to matters of religion owerldly matters. This is something that is
guite easily understood. There is no need for ahplarly knowledge to understand this. For a
man a simple example will be what you do if youvdiate football match coincides with
Maghrib prayer. Do you go to pray or do you just sit aratall the match and prayaghrib
later on? What you do shows what you understandtabitah and what is expected of you. An
Ahmadi Muslim who understands his teachings wilegpreference to his prayer rather than to
his desire to watch a football match although thight be difficult for him. For ladies a similar
example might be watching TV serial and prayinginme. Anyone can easily know about these
trials when you have to make a choice between dongethat has an importance only for this
world and something that Allah expects of you. @sk in all these circumstances is to show
that we are good and sincere Ahmadi Muslim who feahin deeds that they give preference
to the commandments of Allah to other worldly cdesations. In our daily life we will have to
make plenty of such choices and we should strived&e the good ones. It is only then that we
join that category of believers which Allah deseslbas And of men there is he who would
sell himself to seek the pleasure of Allah; and Adh is compassionate to His
Servants’(2:208). As an Ahmadi-Muslim we should understainat Allah should be the be-all
and end-all of our life and all our actions in thierld should be geared towards pleasing Him.
We should become so conscious of Allah that weeady so to say to sell ourselves to Him.

A few verses prior to the one that | have just noe@d Allah says And of men there is he
whose talk in this life would please thee, and halts Allah to witness as to that which is in
his heart, and yet he is the most contentious of aurelers. And when he is in authority, he
runs about in the land to create disorder in it anddestroy the crops and the progenyf
man; and Allah loves not disorder.And when it is said to him, ‘Fear Allah,” pride incites
him to further sin. So Hell shall be his sufficient reward; andgely, it is an evil place of
rest.” Here Allah speaks of those people who try to fothlers by the way they talk and they
will not hesitate to swear by Allah about what theg saying. Yet Allah who is the most
knowledgeable declares such people to the ‘most contentious of quarrelers”. They are not
just quarrelers but among quarrelers which areadire bad group of people they are the worst.
Allah does not approve of such people even if they amongst us or in any other group of
Muslims. Muslims are pacifiers and Allah has deatathat “All Muslims are brothers”.



Establishing Islamic brotherhood throughout the ldiois a grand objective of Jamaat
Ahmadiyya mainstream. However to be credible theyehto start with their own brothers who
have a difference of opinion with them. See how skeond verse is clearly depicting the
situation in many Muslim countries and within JamAbmadiyya mainstream as well. Once
they have power, that is they are given the respiityg to work for the welfare of common
Muslims, they do not do so. On the contrary theaate disorder on earth by creating divisions
amongst the people and by spreading lies about piaple’s beliefs and by hiding the truth.
Unfortunately very few people who are in authonityhe world really strive to better the living
conditions of the majority of people. Instead thesg their office to increase their power and
influence and perpetuate their names. Thus thegtenglenty of disorder on earth and Allah
reminds us that He does not like disorder at ab. 3&n speak at length on this matter but this is
not the purpose of our sermon right now. Now when@nyone advises those in power to fear
Allah , these people in power do not take thesacadvat all to heart because they think that
they are almost invincible and no one can harm tbenemove them from their seat of power.
But the history of the world and the history of @sations have taught us that those who think
likewise are soon brought to their senses. Thexerany examples and | am not going to give
any. Even a casual student of world history wilbknthat all those who thought that they were
invincible have had to rub their nose in dust. Tigory of Jamaat Ahmadiyya Mauritius is
also an eloquent testimony to how Allah humiliatesse who thought they were invincible in
their exercise of power. The lesson is that if jpear advices to fear Allah do not take it lightly.
Examine your own selves and examine your actiodscarrect them before it becomes too late
for you. Allah will not have mercy on those whomat show mercy for His Creatures.

As an Ahmadi-Muslim who should be a personificat@fnlslamic virtues we should do our
best to live a life according to what Hazrat Masiaood (as) has taught us. To tread this path
of virtue we should make the intention that whatehegppens we will stick to the teachings that
we have received. Ahmadi-Muslims who take the patGod make the firm intention of being
faithful to Allah and to the Sunna of the Holy phap (saw) to the best of their abilities. As |
said last time despite all odds we should beliénd Allah exists and He can do whatever He
wishes. Hazrat Masih Maood (as) makes it quitercid®at we should aim for. He says:

“The true victory of Islam, as is evident from thverd 'Islam’ [submission] itself,
lies in our completely surrendering ourselves t@ @od freeing ourselves of our
egos and our passions. No idol, whether it is ftih&l of our desires, our
intentions, or the idol of creature worship, shostdnd in our way, and we
should submit ourselves entirely to the will of Gddter reaching this state of
fana[self-annihilation], we will attairbaqa[the life of eternity] which will give
our eyes a new light, our minds a new brillianced aur lives a new passion; and
we will become a wholly new being and the samertaieGod will become for us
a new God. This is the true victory, and one aspéttis Divine communion. If
Muslims do not achieve this victory in this age renmtellectual victory will lead
them nowhere. | am convinced that the day of tigtowy is close at hand. God
will Himself cause this light to shine forth andaihbhave mercy on His hapless
servants.”(Green Announcement)



Real victory for Islam is not when we see all tteople of the world or even all Muslims
joining the Ahmadiyya Jamaat and pledging alleggattcthe Ahmadiyya caliph. Real victory
of Islam is that each Muslim understands the trojeative of his life and strives with all his
force to accomplish it. Our aim is to try to undargl Allah and how He operates in the world.
Our pursuit is not just to understand what thelletéuals of the past understood. Our aim is to
understand all in the light of Islamic teachingsl anake the world a better place for all. If
Hazrat Masih Maood (as) was convinced that thabwcwere at hand, it was most probably
because he expected that all the members of hiaatarould be working towards this noble
aim. But when we look around we see that the objeds quite far off because members of
Jamaat Ahmadiyya mainstream are not to the starataddhere seems to be no plan in place
for this to happen in the near future. Unless amd people understand that Allah is a treasure
to be discovered such a victory will be far off.n8» people might attain such victories and
Allah will also apprise them that they are on tlaghpbut the victory that Hazrat Masih Maood
(as) spoke about is not the same. Anyhow fortupdtedre are some people who understand
this and not all is lost. As we have said previguthe key to the achievement of this grand
objective is through prayers offered with full ddea and good behavior with all people.
Members of Jamaat Ahmadiyya Al Mouslemeen shoutd teeit that they never forget this
point.

We will finish by relating an incident in the lifef the Promised Messiah which shows what
type of faith he had in Allah. This incident is gakfrom a speech by Mirza Bashir Ahmad MA,
the brother of the second caliph, entit2drre Manthur. On page 56 he said:

“Once it happened that some Arya Samaajists olgeittat the Quranic version

that Abraham was thrown into the roaring flamesdaurhe out alive was contrary
to the laws of nature. Hazrat Molvi Nuruddin refiitdais objection in one of his

writings by saying that the Quran meant the firemwfity; and many people were
exceedingly pleased with this reply as effectivat ®hen the Promised Messiah
came to hear that this reply has been made toerdifid objection he remarked
that there was no need to search for such exptarsaéind that no man born of a
woman with his frail mind could claim to understahe laws of nature. In one of
his most beautiful couplets which are enough tandpe eye, he said:

“The ways for the manifestation
Of His power and glory
With Allah are endless,

And absolutely innumerable:
For mortal man to claim a total
Comprehension of these ways

Is, to claim nothing less
than Divinity itself!”

And indeed it is nothing but the barest truth tthahgs not so long ago which
were considered to be against the law of naturee feeen, by modern science
shown to be quite in accordance with it. BesidesghAis not the slave of any



law, not even where it was made by Him, since,igitifinite wisdom it is open
to Him to make whatever timely alterations He sbodeem fit, as He has
Himself said in the Holy Quran: “Allah has full pewover His decrees”

This, however, should not be taken to imply thalaAlupsets His own law of
nature, or suspends the chain of cause and effestiadh cases. As the Promised
Messiah has explained, it only means that He bringbear on the matter such
factors as remain invisible to the human eye beta work all the same, with
the result that for the time being the chain of eniat and evident causation
appearsto have been supersedelllajfoozaat Vol 1 Page 1}4

So that, with great force The Promised Messiahshasthat even if Allah, in His Wisdom, in a
case of extraordinary and overriding importancetuaty cooled the flames into which
Abraham was thrown by his enemies, there was ngthmoredible or surprising in it. The
Promised Messiah was an apostle of Allah and wiasdgwith understanding in such matters.
But this truth is such that even the knowing peaplesser eminence in the Umma of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (saw) have subscribed to the atogss of this view. The Promised
Messiah, on this point, has not only reiteratedeav\current among the God Knowing people
among the followers of the Holy Prophet (saw), asita true Reformer he also asserted and
claimed:

“The time of Abraham is gone and is now a thinghe past; but we are now
present in the world. Let an enemy throw us int fire, By the Grace of Allah
the flames shall be cool for us as well.”

This was the faith of Hazrat Masih Maood as. Thithe faith that we should try to develop in
our own selves. May Allah give to each one amongst faith that can stand any type of trial.
Ameen.



