FRIDAY SERMON 30 May 2014

After reciting theTashahhudthe Ta'uz and the first chapter Afatiha of the HolyQuran)Jmam
Zafrullah Domun said:

Members might be aware that on thé" 27 the month of Rajab which is the seventh moritthe
Islamic calendar a majority of Sunni Muslims arouhd world celebrate what we know as the
laylatul Mi'raj which is usually translated as the Night of AséemsThis year the 27of Rajab fell

on Monday last. On Tuesday 2®May many Sunnis even fasted. Although we do naoideonn
anyone for such celebrations but that much we s@lf that such celebrations do not have their
origin in Islam. No one can produce any reliabléithato say that the Holy Prophet (saw) asked
any of his followers to celebrate that night ort fiee following day. If someone does it as a way to
seek blessings from Allah through the performaricadalitional acts of devotion, Allah will most
surely appreciate such efforts. However to say Maslims should celebrate this event is not
warranted by any practice of the Holy Prophet (sas@ven the companions. In Addition there is
still difference of opinion between what the leatnmderstand about this particular event and what
the common people led by Mullahs know and practice.

Hence we Ahmadi Muslims we do not celebrate thesats. In addition we hold this journey to be
spiritual contrary to the majority of Muslims whirik that it was a physical journey to the heavens
and back. In addition we understand that the Nighirney which is mentioned in the Holy Quran
in Chapter 17 and the ascension to heaven whicheistioned in chapter 580 Najn) are two
separate events. Unfortunately in popular knowleithgse two events have been taken to be only
one event. The hadiths concerning these eventsnarmted by no less than twenty five
companions. From their reports a picture of whaipesed has been built up. However the majority
of scholarly opinions believe that thiraj took place in the fifth year of the call and tbemey to
Jerusalem took place in the eleventh to twelfthr.y&ince our young people are not quite aware of
this event | have chosen to speak about it todahisisermon. Imam Bokhari (ra) reports in his
book as follows:

“Malik bin Sasaa said that Allah's Apostle desadibe them his Night Journey saying,
"While | was lying in Al-Hatim or Al-Hijr, suddenllsomeone came to me and cut my
body open from here to here." | asked Al-Jarud wias by my side, "What does he
mean?" He said, "It means from his throat to hisiparea,” or said, "From the top of
the chest." The Prophet further said, "He then tookmy heart. Then a gold tray of
Belief was brought to me and my heart was washeldveas filled (with Belief) and
then returned to its original place. Then a whitereal which was smaller than a mule
and bigger than a donkey was brought to me." (Gs AltJarud asked, "Was it the
Burag, O Abu Hamza?" | (i.e. Anas) replied in tlfigraative). The Prophet said, "The
animal's step (was so wide that it) reached th#néat point within the reach of the



animal's sight. | was carried on it, and Gabridl @at with me till we reached the
nearest heaven.

When he asked for the gate to be opened, it wasdadWho is it?' Gabriel answered,
'‘Gabriel." It was asked, 'Who is accompanying y&&briel replied, 'Muhammad.' It
was asked, 'Has Muhammad been called?' Gabrigkdepl the affirmative. Then it

was said, 'He is welcomed. What an excellent taisiis!"

The gate was opened, and when | went over thehigatven, | saw Adam there. Gabriel
said (to me). This is your father, Adam; pay hiouygreetings.' So | greeted him and
he returned the greeting to me and said, 'You aleamned, O pious son and pious
Prophet.'

Then Gabriel ascended with me till we reached #dwoisd heaven. Gabriel asked for
the gate to be opened. It was asked, 'Who is i&briél answered, 'Gabriel." It was
asked, 'Who is accompanying you?' Gabriel replMdhammad.’ It was asked, 'Has he
been called?' Gabriel answered in the affirmatiMeen it was said, 'He is welcomed.
What an excellent visit his is!" The gate was opene

When | went over the second heaven, there | saw éte. John) and 'Isa (i.e. Jesus)
who were cousins of each other. Gabriel said (tp, Méese are John and Jesus; pay
them your greetings.' So | greeted them and botiherh returned my greetings to me
and said, 'You are welcomed, O pious brother amligiProphet." Then Gabriel
ascended with me to the third heaven and askeitsfgate to be opened. It was asked,
'‘Who is it?' Gabriel replied, 'Gabriel." It was adk'Who is accompanying you?' Gabriel
replied, 'Muhammad.' It was asked, 'Has he beeted®l Gabriel replied in the
affirmative. Then it was said, 'He is welcomed, wéia excellent visit his is!" The gate
was opened, and when | went over the third heaveretl saw Joseph. Gabriel said (to
me), 'This is Joseph; pay him your greetings.'" $peketed him and he returned the
greeting to me and said, 'You are welcomed, O pwather and pious Prophet.’

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the fourth heaameh asked for its gate to be
opened. It was asked, 'Who is it?' Gabriel repli&@gbriel." It was asked, 'Who is
accompanying you?' Gabriel replied, 'Muhammadwyds asked, 'Has he been called?’
Gabriel replied in the affirmative. Then it wasddHe is welcomed, what an excellent
visit his is!'

The gate was opened, and when | went over theldw@aven, there | saw Idris. Gabriel
said (to me), 'This is Idris; pay him your greesngo | greeted him and he returned the
greeting to me and said, 'You are welcomed, O povather and pious Prophet.' Then
Gabriel ascended with me to the fifth heaven akeds$or its gate to be opened. It was
asked, 'Who is it?' Gabriel replied, 'Gabrielwhs asked. 'Who is accompanying you?'
Gabriel replied, 'Muhammad.' It was asked, 'Habéwn called?' Gabriel replied in the
affirmative. Then it was said, 'He is welcomed, tdua excellent visit his is!" So when |
went over the fifth heaven, there | saw Harun @aron), Gabriel said, (to me). This is
Aaron; pay him your greetings.' | greeted him aedréturned the greeting to me and
said, 'You are welcomed, O pious brother and pRrephet.’

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the sixth heanenaaked for its gate to be opened.
It was asked, 'Who is it?' Gabriel replied, 'Galriewas asked, 'Who is accompanying
you?' Gabriel replied, ‘'Muhammad.' It was askeds'He been called?' Gabriel replied
in the affirmative. It was said, 'He is welcomedh&Van excellent visit his is!"



When | went (over the sixth heaven), there | sawsd4o Gabriel said (to me)," This is
Moses; pay him your greeting. So | greeted himlaadeturned the greetings to me and
said, 'You are welcomed, O pious brother and p®raphet." When | left him (i.e.
Moses) he wept. Someone asked him, 'What makesvgep?' Moses said, 'l weep
because after me there has been sent (as Propheting man whose followers will
enter Paradise in greater numbers than my follawers

Then Gabriel ascended with me to the seventh heamdnasked for its gate to be
opened. It was asked, 'Who is it?' Gabriel repli&@hbriel." It was asked,” who is
accompanying you?' Gabriel replied, 'Muhammadwrds asked, 'Has he been called?’
Gabriel replied in the affirmative. Then it wasdsdHe is welcomed. What an excellent
visit his is!'

So when | went (over the seventh heaven), theasvl Abraham. Gabriel said (to me),
‘This is your father; pay your greetings to hino' ISgreeted him and he returned the
greetings to me and said, 'You are welcomed, Ospsmun and pious Prophet.' Then |
was made to ascend &idrat-ul-Muntaha(i.e. the Lote Tree of the utmost boundary)
Behold! Its fruits were like the jars of Hajr (i.a.place near Medina) and its leaves
were as big as the ears of elephants. Gabriel 4t is the Lote Tree of the utmost
boundary.' Behold! There ran four rivers; two wdéidden and two were visible. |
asked, 'What are these two kinds of rivers, O @#¥rHe replied, 'As for the hidden
rivers, they are two rivers in Paradise and theblsrivers are the Nile and the
Euphrates.

Then Al-Bait-ul-Ma'mur (i.e. the Sacred House) vsagwn to me and a container full
of wine and another full of milk and a third full boney were brought to me. | took the
milk. Gabriel remarked, 'This is the Islamic retigiwhich you and your followers are
following.' Then the prayers were enjoined on miegeyf were fifty prayers a day. When
| returned, | passed by Moses who asked (me), "Wae¢ you been ordered to do?' |
replied, 'l have been ordered to offer fifty prayerday.' Moses said, 'Your followers
cannot bear fifty prayers a day, and by Allah, Véhaested people before you, and |
have tried my level best with Bani Israel (in vaio back to your Lord and ask for
reduction to lessen your followers' burden." Sodnwback, and Allah reduced ten
prayers for me. Then again | came to Moses, buepeated the same as he had said
before. Then again | went back to Allah and He cediten more prayers. When | came
back to Moses he said the same, | went back tdhAdtad He ordered me to observe ten
prayers a day. When | came back to Moses, he ephéae same advice, so | went back
to Allah and was ordered to observe five prayetaya

When | came back to Moses, he said, 'What havebgem ordered?’ | replied, 'l have
been ordered to observe five prayers a day.' He Sé&our followers cannot bear five
prayers a day, and no doubt, | have got an expezienthe people before you, and |
have tried my level best with Bani Israel, so gokoo your Lord and ask for reduction
to lessen your follower's burden.' | said, 'l hasquested so much of my Lord that |
feel ashamed, but | am satisfied now and surret@ellah's Order." When | left, |
heard a voice saying, 'l have passed My Order awe ttessened the burden of My
Worshipers."



From the historian Ibn Kathir we learn that thepgret is reported to have said “We travelled on
the Buraaq until we reached the Baitul Maqgdis.aBkt carved a hole in the wall with his finger and
tied the Buraaq around it". (Ibn Katheer). The saing which the various Ambiyaa Alayhimus

Salaam had used to tie their animals. They entdredMasjid and found people engaged in the
motions of Salaat. They too performed two rakaaisah each. “The sound of Azaan was heard,
followed by the entire crowd getting into rows,anticipation of someone to be the Imaam. Then
Jibraeel Alayhis Salaam took my hand and led meédront and | led all those that were present

in Salaah”. (Ibn Katheer)

“When | completed the Salaah, Jibraeel Alayhis &alaaid “O Muhammad! Do you know the
people who were behind you in Salaah?” When | eelpliNo”, Jibraeel Alayhis Salaam said that
these are all the Ambiyaa whom Allah had sent othéa

Another report on this matter is from Umme Haougin of the Prophet and sister of Hazrat
Ali. She said “RasoolullahSallallaahu Alayhi Wa Sallamwas taken on the Night Journey
the night he was in my house. He had prayed Estialapt. At the time of Fajr,

Rasoolullah woke us up. Then he prayed Fajr wettHe said;Umme Hani’! | prayed Esha
with you as you saw then | went to Jerusalem aaglgat there. Then | prayed Fajr with you
as you see.(Ibn Ishaq, at-Tabarani and Ibn JarirfFrom this many have concluded that the
journey was physical. But Hazrat Ayesha has categjby said that the journey was one of
the soul and not that of the body. It is reportetbin Ishaq thusThe apostle's body
remained where it was but God removed his spiriiight”. (Ibn IshagSirat Rasulullah

p. 183).

In a nutshell, we understand from a good analy$ig@wailable literature that the journey to

Jerusalem and the ascension to heaven were twasewéich took place with an interval of six

years. The experience was a spiritual one and rpdtyaical one. In fact from the above quoted
Hadith we see that Jesus Christ was among the peguhets. There is no special ceremony
sanctioned in Islam for these events. What is ingmdrfor a Muslim is to follow the example of the

Holy Prophet and not to invent practices of our amimch are not sanctioned by Islam. May Allah
help each one amongst us to learn, to understahtbapractice as best as we @¢achaAllah.



